
Rosie 

First off, I wanted to let you know I’m okay. I know when I left I said I couldn’t tell 

you where I was going, but I worried maybe you’d try to figure it out and try to find 

me. Don’t. Please don’t. I’m five by five like always and like I told you before, I’m not 

a safe guy to be around.    

If Helios get any clue you’re looking for me it could get bad. And the thing is Rosie, 

I can’t have Helios getting to you. That’s why I’m sending this. I’m not good at 

telling people how I feel, but you got in my head, Rosie, under my skin, and 

protecting you is all I’ve got left. Helios took everything from me. My parents, my 

childhood, my freedom. And everything I thought I knew was true turned out to be 

a lie.  

There’re things I’ve never told you about how it was when I was a kid. How Helios 

made me, trained me, and I’m not going to tell you because I don’t want you 

knowing that stuff and I’m over it now. But there’s something you should know. 

Something that might explain what Helios can do to you. Those two men, Yuang 

and that grunt, probably aren’t the first lives I’ve taken. When I was a kid, after 

Yuang left me down here on Earth with the Ferals, I was living in one of the camps. 

I was supposed to blend in, pretend to be an orphan and make reports if the Ferals 

got sick with the MalX, if any seemed to get better. But Yuang didn’t come back for 

me. Not for a long time.  

It was summer. A real hot one and there wasn’t enough water to go round – not the 

drinking kind – and no one cared enough about me to part with their share. And 

Rosie I’m not proud of it, but I stole some. Just a couple of sipper’s full off this guy 

who was passing through, not even a camper. But word got out and one night 

these two kids came to get it off me. I had nothing but this pissy little knife to 



defend myself, but Helios had trained me and when you’re in danger, things just 

kick into motion. They beat me until things got blurry. But then I pulled out the 

knife. The biggest kid got scared and took off, but the younger one was desperate.  

He reached for that water and I couldn’t stop. Fear and anger came over me. I got 

him with the knife. There was a lot of blood; it was like the world filled up with it. 

And the sound he made. He dropped and I ran. I ran a long way. And it seemed like 

I never stopped running after that. Even when I was sitting still, in my head I was 

still running away from that kid. Then I got assigned to get in on Riley’s crew and 

met you.  

No one’s ever seen me the way you do. You make me feel light years away from that 

boy with the knife. You helped me let it go. Even after everything I found out about 

my parents.   

I guess what I’m trying to say is you stopped me running. The way you have of 

never giving up, all that hope in your eyes, it turned me around, knocked me out 

straight. I’m on a new path now. I’ve got a plan. So while you might think I ran 

away after all that happened up on Mars, that’s not what I’m doing. I’m running for 

you, Rosie. I’m running so Helios won’t get you. Cos I don’t know what I’d do if they 

did. I can’t have them turning you into what I am. So you have to stay safe for me.  

You’re the reason, Rosie. Don’t ever think you’re not. 

 Don’t look for me. 

Pip 

 

 


